
 We often call her “the woman at the well.” 

Jesus’ conversation with her is recorded in John 

4:3-26. Our Lord did not actually open a Bible 

with her, but they certainly talked about spiritual 

matters. In this memorable passage, there are a 

slew of evangelistic lessons for you and me to see 

and use today.  

 In this case, Jesus initiated a conversation 

with a person who had never met Him before. 

What topics would you feel comfortable bringing up or discussing with a total 

stranger? Every prospect is different, but Jesus’ example reminds us that it is 

possible to approach a person who is “new” to us.  

 Jesus talked with her about religious matters the very first time they ever 

met one another. You may think that such an approach would not be effective in 

your culture, but you might be surprised. On a daily basis in the market place, 

Paul talked “with those who happened to be there” (Acts 17:17). We should not 

assume he already was well-acquainted with them.  

 The Bible says Jesus was weary from His journey even before the woman 

came to the well (4:6). Yet, He still taught her. When we have a precious soul 

who is ready to listen to God’s truth, we need to push through any physical or 

mental exhaustion and teach!  
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One Body - Peace of God 

 And let the peace of God 
rule in your hearts, to which 
also you were called in one 

body; and be thankful.   
Colossians 3:15 
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If you know anyone who would love to study the Bible please  
contact any member of this congregation.  

 Jesus initiated the conversation with the woman (4:7). He did more than nod 

His head . . . He spoke to her (4:27). Jesus wants us to go and communicate the gospel 

(Mark 16:15). Yes, it is possible for lost people to approach us about spiritual matters, 

but most of the time we will have to be the initiators.  

 He asked for a drink of water (4:7). Asking a question or making a request is a 

good way to “break the ice” and try to make a connection with a person.  

 Jesus turned the conversation from the material to the spiritual. You and I must 

learn to do this! What did our Lord do? He first talked about literal water (4:7). From 

there He proceeded to “living water” (4:10) and “the gift of God” (4:10). He guided 

the conversation from the temporary to the eternal, speaking to her about everlasting 

life (4:14).  

 The Christ spoke about the woman’s need for what He possessed, which was 

living water (4:10). This made it personal for her.  

 Observe also that Jesus did not deliver a lecture to this unnamed woman. In-

stead, in their conversation He talked and then listened attentively when she respond-

ed. He gave her a chance to speak and ask questions. He guided the conversation in 

the direction He wanted it to go, but He did not speak non-stop.  

 We need to imitate Jesus’ evangelistic methods!  

Emphasis on Ephesians  

Ephesians 3:1-11 – The Mystery of Christ  

 In this passage, we read about something called “the mystery” (3:3), also 

known as “the mystery of Christ” (3:4). As used in this text, the word “mystery” does 

not mean something that is beyond human comprehension. Rather, it refers to that 

which previously had not been revealed.  

 Planning of the mystery – Paul described it as “the mystery, which from the 

beginning of the ages has been hidden in God” (3:9). Whatever this mystery is, it was 

in God’s mind before the creation of the world. Yes, it was “the eternal purpose” 

which He had in the Christ (3:11).  

 Understanding the mystery – The mystery was made known to Paul (3:3), 

who in turn shared it with the brethren in Ephesus. When they read his message to 

them, they could understand Paul’s knowledge of the mystery (3:4). Not only 

could they understand it: the Lord expected them to understand it, telling them to 

“understand what  
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the will of the Lord is” (5:17). Those who have a heart that is ready to accept the truth 

can understand God’s revealed word.  

Revelation of the mystery – When was it revealed? It was not made known “in other 

ages,” meaning during the Old Testament era. However, Paul wrote that the mystery 

“has now been revealed” (3:5). “Now” is an adverb of time, indicating that the mystery 

was revealed in the first century.  

How? How was the mystery revealed to mankind? The Bible says it was “revealed by 

the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets” (3:5). The Spirit brought the mystery’s 

message from the mind of God to the minds of the apostles and prophets, who in turn 

proclaimed it to others (3:8). In this context, the prophets were the prophets in the first-

century church.  

Explanation of the mystery – The Lord’s mystery was revealed to mankind. Okay, so 

what does it mean? After Paul said the mystery was revealed by the Spirit to God’s 

apostles and prophets, he immediately wrote, “That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, 

of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel” (3:6).  

The mystery involves someone being “fellow heirs.” As God’s children, Gentile Chris-

tians are heirs of God along with their Jewish brethren (Romans 8:16,17). Thus, the 

mystery involves the uniting of Jews and Gentiles.  

Where do Jews and Gentiles come together as one? In “the same body” (3:6), which is 

the church. They do it through the Christ and the gospel (3:6). The mystery is God’s 

“package deal”: Christ-gospel-church.                     -- Roger D. Campbell 
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BIBLE TRIVIA QUESTIONS :  

Bible Places : Bethel  

1. What was the name of the city of Bethel before Joshua named it Bethel? Genesis 28:19 

2. What was the name of Rebekah's nurse who died and was buried under the oak below Bethel? Gen-

esis 35:8  

3. What direction is Ai from Bethel? Joshua 7:2  

4. Which judge of Israel held court under a palm tree between Ramah and Bethel? Judges 4:5  

5. At Bethel, which tribe did God tell the Israelites to send up first against the children of Benja-

min? Judges 20:18  

6. To whom did Samuel say "At the great tree of Tabor you will meet three men going to Bethel: one 

with three young goats, another three loaves of bread, and another a skin of wine?" 1 Samuel 9:27; 

1 Samuel 10:1-3  

7. King Jeroboam built two golden calves as gods for the people: One he set up in Bethel, and the 

other one in... 1 Kings 12:29  

8. By the word of the LORD a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was standing by 

the altar to make an offering, and cried out against... 1 Kings 13:2  

Answers: 1. Luz 2.Deborah 3.east 4.Deborah 5.Judaah 6.Saul 7.Dan 8.The altar  
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Prayer request?   
Articles or News to share?  

Send us an email or contact any of 
the members in this congregation.  

We will be happy to in-
clude it in this Newslet-
ter. 
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